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• 1. Previous information on subieot from British 

sources appears to corroborate points in subject 1 s story , suoh as 
his serrioe with 1st Vlen, connection with Nsmsth and Co. f and the 
general nature of his activities. 

2. Interrogation of ^ijytor Groff^^nnw in our files, 
raises somo points worth discussion. According to Gross, he met 
Springman, idiom he had known sinoe boyhood, around October 1942, and 
agreed to arrange for the delivery of mail and money from Istanbul for 
the Zionists for a 10 f* commission on the money handled. The following 1 
day. Gross introduced Springman to Erich Werner, alias Charles Popes ou \ 
(who is, of oourse, our subject) whoa Gross had met reoently at the 
races, and whom Gross had recruited as oourier for Springman ' s mis- 
sion. This directly oontradiots lender's statement that he reoruited !\ 
Gross to perform missions for Joint. Gross states that when Wonder f 
returned from Istanbul, he gave Gross only one-fourth of the 10^ oom- / 
mission, rather than a half -share aooording to their agreement. Wendelr 
told Gross that he had met Pome rants (Wenia) and other Joints in Is- 
tanbul, but did not think they would make much money out of then. 

3. In February 1943, Springman asked Gross to take 
another letter to Turkey. As Wsndsr was then stuok in Istanbul as 
the frontier was dosed to travel. Gross dsoldsd to make the journey 
himself . H* went down to Istanbul in March, contacting lender immedia- 
tely. lender introduced him to Pomerants, to Callek, Baedsr and Ssynd, 
other Joints, and latsr to Wittold Blah;, an agsnt of ths Polish Con- 
sulate. Others to idiom Wendel introduoed Gross were Teddy Baumann, 

a Hungarian newspaperman of shady reputation and probably a DAj one 
Badhsmsnn, probably Albert Baohsm* an, a me r oh ant and suspeot German 
agent (id/* Boxnann in Para 32 of LVX 207?) | Yogi, and Yiktor, both 
of the Taksim Bar and reported agents of Ait III F, Vienna; Masaryk, 
probably Hasan Uasaryk, an assooiate of Willy Goeti, and Weufeld, a 
Hungarian Jew artiste, lender also told Gross of his oontaot with 
Commander Earle, saying Earle had given him a questionnaire to fill 

out. All of the above from Gross indloates that lender may have known 
more about GI 8 activities in Istanbul than he has told. 
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4. Further information from 3 roes glvaa tha opposite 
impression, however, as mu oh of Gross' story about oontaots mads through 
Collek oontainsd no mention of Wendor except to say that Gross reported 
to Collelc that Wender was not thoroughly reliable* 

6* Before Gross and Wander left Istanbul, Wander intro- 
duced Oross to David Asar, an agent of Commander Earle* On the train to 
Sofia* Wander showed Gross a leaden tube whioh he had undertaken to oarry 
from Roman* Polish Consul in Istanbul* to a Polish editor in Budapest^ r 
named Karjibowsky, for a fee of 600 thales. 

6. Oross also aoauses Wonder, W s ininger and one Sohalji 
of haring oheated Gross in the matter of his oommissions on the smuggled 
Joint funds and of haring cheated the Jews on the exchange of gold to ' 
Reiohmmarks* Oross, Wonder and Weiningor discussed the handling of the 
money* and the latter arranged through his ohief * Dr* Sohnidt* of Ast SIX P* 
Vienna* to transport the funds* Permission from Graf Uarosna, head of I 
Gen BO* Vienna* wae arranged for this through Baron Manteuffel* head of 
Ast HIP* Vienna* On a seoond trip to Ietanbul* Gross warned Collek and 
Pome rants of this arrangement, and of hie doubts as to the reliability of 
Wender add Weininger. He also warned them against introducing these two 
to the British* 



7* On a third journey to Istanbul* Oross was intorduoed 
by Wender to Julius Kovao* or Kovats, an agent of Zlatt and the Hungarians* 

8* After Gross* third return to Budapest* he states that 
Willi Oosts admitted that he had written a report to Gross' superior* 
Msrksy* against Gross at the instigation of Wander and Wsininger* who 
threatened to report on Goets if he refused* 

9. Gross reports on Wander's difficulties with Bagel 
and subsequent arrest substantially as he gives it himself* 

10* One further report mentions a Charles Popesou* a 
shipping agent in Turkey and Syria, as a oontaot of the Axis Armistice 
Commissions for trade in the Eastern Mediterranean* Probably identical 
with subject. 



11* The ohief points of interest here for our purpose 
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a) The likelihood that Wender has oolorsd his story 
to serve hie earn purpose or that he has withheld information, particularly 
on hie assooiation with Gross* Aooording to Gross' story, the two appear 
to have entertained considerable distrust of each other | this idea is 
enoouragsd somewhat by subjeot'o suspicion that Gross had betrayed him to 
the Gestapo* Further, it appears from Gross' stoiy that subjeot is not 
the idealistic Zionist he pictures himself, but was rather Involved in the 
Zionist aotivity for what he could make out of it* In support of this idea 
are his reoent blaok market activities; in opposition is our realisation 
that Gross himself is a very unreliable witness, and his aoouaatlans of 
sharp dealing on the part of Wender may not be true* 
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b) The s eourity of subject, a* evidenced 
by hie cheerful willingness to disouss his business with Gross 
(hia mission for Roman, his oontact with Earle, his introduotion 
of Gross to Asar, oarle' s agent) about whose activities he claims to 
know nothing, his betrayal of Gefrorner to the Russians (Para 46, LV1 
207), and his apparent willingness to serre anybody who approached 
hia with a mission* The statements made by Gross relative to the 
many introductions given him by Wender and the oontaots of Wender with 
Ramon and Earle have the ring of truth because there seams no reason 
for Gross to have invented such incident si it could have helped hia own 
oase in no way. 



12. You may, by further interrogation, elioit further 
Information on some of these points. Meanwhile, there s earns little 
doubt that subject is a typioal professional agent, and no more reliable 
than most of that stamp. There seems little reason to assume that he 
could be trusted any further than his own immediate interests lie, or 
that he would maintain a confidence any laager than it is to his im- 
mediate profit to do so. Contact and use of subjeot should be predicated 
on this basis. 
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